
MINUTES 
PETERBOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 

TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 
Monday, March 29, 2021 – 4:00 p.m. 

Peterborough, New Hampshire 
 

Members Present: Ivy Vann, Sarah Steinberg Heller, Alan Zeller, Lisa Stone, 
Andy Dunbar, and Tyler Ward  
 
Also Present: Laura Norton and Danica Melone, Office of Community 
Development 
 
Ms. Melone welcomed the participants and noted no testimony would be taken and 
asked there be no sidebar discussion amongst the group.  
 
The Site Visit began at 4:00 p.m. with Chad Branon Introducing himself as a Civil 
Engineer with Fieldstone Land Consultants in Milford, New Hampshire, and 
representative for the applicant. 
 
Site Visit: Application for Site Plan Review proposed by Patriot Holdings, LLC to 
construct five self-storage buildings along Route 202 with associated site 
improvements at Parcel No. R003-025-703 located on Jaffrey Road in the 
Business/Industrial District.  

Mr. Branon pointed out the green/blue flags on the parcel symbolizing the five 
storage structures. He noted the grading from front to back cutting back to level the 
site. “The buildings are sloped at 1% so the fronts are lower with drainage to the 
north side” he said adding “the elevation difference is intentional.”   

Mr. Branon told the group while an Alteration of Terrain Permit from the state 
would be necessary, he assured them they met all state standards and requirements. 
He then pointed out the pink flagging that identified each of the property corners 
of the parcel owned by Patriot Holdings LLC as well as the slope beyond owned 
by the Long Hill Estates Condominium Association (emphasizing the considerable 
distance the slope was from the construction parameters). He noted the 
development has a conservation easement held by the town but managed by the 
Peterborough Conservation Commission. He pointed out the location of a drainage 
swale and culvert and reviewed the stormwater management and infiltration 
systems planned.  
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Moving on to the discuss the reclamation of the slope Mr. Branon pointed out the two 
sides of the slope with the north side having been loamed, seeded (steep slope mix 
overseeded with a pine tree mix, a pioneer species that stabilizes quickly) and 
mulched; and the south side which just received loam and seed (no mulch).  

 

              
    

“The difference between the sides is clear” he said adding “the owner intends to reseed 
the southside with mulch.” When asked about the time frame for reseeding Mr. Branon 
replied, “as soon as possible” with several of the Conservation Commission members 
on site suggesting that be a priority. Robert Wood suggested the slope was steeper on 
the south side (Mr. Branon disagreed). It was also noted that a concern was that it 
would be very difficult to complete the reclamation of the slope after the storage 
facility was completed.  
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Pointing out the adjacent parcel to the north Mr. Branon noted reclamation of that 
slope was of the formula he had explained. He also told the participants why he 
thought seeding the slope was a better method of restoration.  
 
Conservation Commission’s Francie Von Mertens offered an explanation of the 
Conservation Easement for the land above the storage facility lot (again, owned by the 
Long Hill Estates Condominium Association). 
 
Ms. Von Mertens then sited State RSA 155.E:5 Minimum and Express Reclamation 
Standards saying the RSA dictates that if areas are visible from a public way “it shall 
be replanted with tree seedlings in accordance with acceptable horticultural practices.”  
 
Mr. Branon replied the reclamation would be consistent and acceptable with local and 
the State Regulations. Ms. Von Mertens suggested perhaps someone from the State 
should be included in the process.  
 
As Members of the Zoning Board of Adjustment were also on a site visit regarding a 
change in use in the District (the next parcel over, also owned Patriot Holdings, LLC) 
Mr. Branon announced that he wanted to make it clear that the two projects were 
separate and distinct from each other.  
 
As other concerns about the reclamation were addressed Swift Corwin suggested 
planting seedlings was a good idea “to get a good head start versus seeding and just 
growing from the ground up.” 
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David Weir asked about their knowledge of the significant pollution sources in the 
immediate area (the NHBB Superfund and the Monadnock Rod & Gun Club property) 
and said he hoped that this project would not join in on the impact to healthy 
residential life.  
 
Mr. Branon noted the applicant was committed to maintaining quality management of 
his lots and would not be contributing to any existing issues.  
 
Tyler Ward emphasized the importance of slope stabilization first and a brief 
discussion of the sudden and devastating landslide in Wilton many years ago followed.   
 
Citing soil testing, angle of repose and limited groundwater on the parcel Mr. Branon 
said he saw no issues that would lead to failure.  
The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Laura Norton 
Office of Community Development 
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